whom this patchwork is necessarily written. I have
used initials throughout, and these fictitious: I have
tried, I hope and believe successfully, to conceal
even the identity of places. Here and there, for
greater discretion, I have altered the dates of events,
but not their relationship.

My wife and I hope that the publication of this
patchwork will not cause pain to anybody; and,
even where we may seem the most assertive, we do
not claim for any part of this book the value of
considered judgment. The book is nothing but a
true record of our emotions in a very unhappy
country; and, as such, it deals with purely local
events; but in India there are few men who can see
beyond their own front doors.

EDWARD  CHARLES.
Andu^e, Card,,

France.
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